SECTION NN

Season of 1939

section NN, on the west and northwest slopes of the Areopagus,
is triangular in shape, reaching a maximum length from north to
gouth of 146 m., and a maximum widih of 84 me It lies at the
mouth of the valley between Fayx and Areopagus and is outside
the area of the public buildings of the Agora. For this reason
renains of large buildings of the Greek period were hardly to be
expected here. Nevertheless the area is topographically signi-
ficant because the important thoroughfare leading from the Agora
to the Pnyx and to the southern parts of the city pass through it,
and the strut running west to the Péiraeus Gate branches from
the main thoroughfare within {ts limits.

The valley slopes gently from south to north. At the
north end of our area it is wide and fairly shallow, with gently
gloping sides to east and west. To the south the valley is
narrover and ite sides slope more precipi tously; here only the
east side lies within our area. The filling over the whole area
was very deep; our highest martyra stands to a height of 7.70 m.
but in places we reached a depth of nearly 9 m. below the modern
gurface. Most of this asccumulation of filling had washed in from
the slopes to east, south end west. At the south end of the area
there was an accumulation of silt over 4 m. deep which had appa=

rently been washed in from the south; it produced very late Roman

pottery and coins, running into the sixth century. The silted

filling in the central and western parts of the area had, on the

other hand, been washed down f£rom the northern slopes of the
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Payx and the Hill of the Nymphs; it was of Byzantine date.
Over all lay an accumilation of modern and Turkish times
reaching in places a depth of over three metres. Naturally,
so large an area, covered by such a depth of fill, could not
be cleared in one season. The area may be conveniently
divided into three parts as it was excavated: northern,

central and southernm.

The north part of the area was cleared of the modern and

Turkish filling. A long streteh of the Turkish city wall
built in 1773 was exposed and removed after having been mapped;
1ts construction toward the east ran into Section I''s  Beneath
the upper strata of fill were found the remains of a Byzantine
settlement, the continumation of the complex of houses found
along the south edge of Sectilon 0. The remains of three
houses may be distinguished, each with innumerable pithol,
and dating from the twelfth century. In this area we stopped
digging at the Byzantine levelj the houses will be eleared and
examined next year. Indications were found of the exlstence
of three late Roman (post-Herullan) houses and an ancient
enst-west street running across the north end of the section
under the Byzantine level. Here, however, the only deep dig-
ging was done in the clearing of the great drain to bottom,
and in tunnelling through to Section I' at the north in order
to open the course of the drain under Asteroskopeion Street.
In the central area there were no bulldings of the
Byzantine period; but here we found a deep disturbed filling
which produced Byzantine sherds almost to bedrocke. The area

1s occupied by extensive remalns of pmévate houses and a bath
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of the Roman period with a hypocausts The disturbance of
Byzantine times seems to have been due to digging for bulld-
ing material, possibly for the construction of the houses to
the north; the walls of the earlier houses have been thoroughly
plundered and very few stones remaln. Walls of a house of
the fourth century B.C. are preserved in places; there are
frogmentary remains of two Hellenistic houses, and of a large
post-Herulian Roman houses Of the last the floors of four
rooms are preserved, one of them in mosaic of Pentellic marble,
Eleusinian stone and red tile tesserae,s The trenches for
the walls beside these floors had been cleaned out to bed-

rockes A short streteh of the aqueduct bringing water from

thekouth for the Roman bath was preserved. The bath itself

i1s bullt over the great drain, which was no longer in use at
the time 1t was built; since the great draln was allowed to
£111 itself after 267 A.Ds the bath must be a post-Herulian
structure, probably contemporary with the similar bulldings
in Sections 2T, H and in the central area over the Odelon.
Ancther badly preserved Roman building consisting of a long
row of rooms was partly uncovered along the east edge of the
section; it appears to have been destroyed in 267 A.D. and
repaired thereafter in a desultory way.

In the central area we traced the line of a street with
a large drain under it which comes from the west, gradually
curving toward the north as 1t nears the line of the north-
gsouth street and drain. This drain was examined; the cut-
ting appears to have been made in the Hellenistic period, the
drain tiles put in early in the Roman period, and the drain to
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have been filled and been abandoned after 267. A shallower
cutting beside it to the scuth contained drain £ill of the
fourth century and must represent the predecessor of the
Hellenistiec drain. Iittle of the road filling was preserved,
and what there was was not examined; but the presence of the
earlier drain cutting proves that there was a street here in
¢lassical times.

In the south area the hillside slopes sharply to the
west, dropping over five metres in a space of twenty metres.
This slope had been terraced as early as the sixth century,
during which it was used as a cemetery. Below at the west

pren the great drain, which was ¢lesned for a distance of

35 m; A deep cutting in the bedrock shows the course of an
earlier drain, whidh the post-Sullan drain runs farther to
the east along the foot of the retalning wall of the ter-
raced areas Only one cut to bedrock between the great drain
and 1ts post-Sullan successor was completed.

The whoge gection has been cleared down to ancient or
Byzantine levels. Whem it was found that one excavator
could not follow exeavation over the whole area, the digging
of the Byzantine settlement at the north was abandoned. There
would appear to be a full season's work left in this north
area alonod. In the miseum site (eentral and southern areas)
there does not remain a great quantity of earth; but what
reamins is entirely ancient fill which will have to be
dug slowly and with care in order to recover the ground plans
and chronology of the varlous houses. The Roman bath will
have to be taken out in order to open up the line of the

drain, and the floors of the post-Herullan house taken up
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to examine the f1l1l1 beneath. Six wells remain undug in the
miseum site, and there can be little doubt that more will come
to light. The complete excavation of the museumn site with

{ta wells should take most of another season. Experience

has shown that one excavator cannot follow digging in the whole
areaj it will have to be divided into two parts (museum site
and north area) and either put in charge of two excavators or

dug over a period of two geasons.

STREETS AND DRAINS

The great drain traverses the whole section from south
to north, continuing the line of the west branch in Section T
Tts whole course could not be opened; one streteh 1s covgred
by one of the Byzantine houses, & second by the Roman bath, and
a third by f1lling which had to be left as a road for purposes
of excavation. In the south area three successive drains
of different periodSwere cleareds. In the eentral area a sec=

tion of a wide shallow channel was @ug; 1its £f11ling was of

gand which produced geometric pottefy. This channel was the

natural drainage basin down which rain water flowed before an
artificlal drain was made for it.

The earlicst drain in the south part of the gection con~
gists of & deep (2.40 m,) cutting in hardpen, 1,80 ms in
width. The course of this cutting could be traced for a
distance of 35 ms from south to north, although only a small
gection was cleared of its f1lling. No traces of walls
buillt along the sides of the cutting existed; nor did the
£1114ng in the cutting show any signs of disturbance caused
by the removal of such wallse Thig f1lling was entirely of
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silted sand stratified 1in layers and accumlated over &

period of about fiftﬁ years, from after the middle of the

fifth to the early fourth century. The length of the
period of accumlation suggests that the early drain did
not have buillt walles but was simply a wide deep diteh.

The drain in i1ts second peried has bullt walls 1.45 me
apart and preserved at cne point to a height of 2430 m, The
construction consists of well-fitted polygonal blocks of lime=
stone, md of squared blocks pftched with small stones. The
polygonal eonstruction appears to be the original drain wall,
the other to be repairs and rebulldingss The line of the
built drain is nearly straight; 1t partly overlies the earliep
channel for some distance, where the east wall of the drain
actually rests on the sand filling of the earlier cutting.

The built drain then mast have been bullt after the begin-
ning of the fourth century. We found no evidence for a cloee
dating of the drain in the one cut we completed beside 1t at
the easte The cutting made for it was so wide that the walls
were simply built agalnst the sides of the eut, and no footing
tprenches were founds This bullt draln was not found by Ddrp~-
feold farther to the south in his excavation on the slope of
the Areopaguse The line of our drain leads directly fer

for the assembly-place on the Pnyxj the drain probably starts
at the foot of the Pnyx, carrying off the dralnage from the
hillside and the assembly-place itself. The tiled drains
found by Ddrpfeld under the anclent street 1n his excavation
must empty into the continuation of our drain, to the scuth=-

west, beyond the limits of our areas

Fhrmr® & Xk koo xorf xoror 2 XA 2K XXX
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The f1lling of our drain was entirely of sand with 11ttle

change from top to bottom. The sand occupled the gaps in the
drain wall where blocks of the upper courses were missing, end
in places had overflowed for a considerable distance to east
and west. The presence of this sand in the gaps 1ln the wall
indicates that the drain had been damaged before it filleds
The sand £111 produced masses of late Hellenistle pottery;
pottery and coins suggest that the drain was abandoned after
the siege of Sulla and quickly fllled 1tself.

At some time in the first century B.C. after the slege
of Sulla the retaining wall of the terraced area to the east
of the drain in the south part of the section was rebullt,
The course of the great drain was adjusted to the east, fol=-
lowing fhe foot of the retaining walls The post-Sullen
drain 18 in a poor state of preservation; the whole area was
levelled down in late Roman times, and the drain was bullt
over for long stretches by a late water channels Its line
was traced, however, for a distance of nearly fifti?metres
toward the northj the east and west walls are preserved for
ghort stretches, and a thin layer of the sand fill of the
drain was found overlyl g bedrocks. Ihis sand 111 produced
late Hellenistic pottery and quantities of coins, most of
which were of the Athenlan eleruchy to Delos. In two places
shallow pits in the bedrock produced many lead seals end lead
weights of warlous slzes. The pottery and coins from the
bottom of this drain £Pe definitely later than those from the
£11ling of the earlier drain at the west.

Farther north, in the central area, we found only one

draine This had been thfipoughly plundered in Byzantine times
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and only an occasional block of its west wall was in position.
The undisturbed drain f1lling was, at the upper level, late
Hellenistic to Early Romang later than any f1lling found in
the pre-Sullan drain at the south. As we found no continua-
tion of the posteSullan draln it is clear that it nmust swing
westward somewhere in the undug area and rejoin the course
of i1ts predecessore. The sand f1lling of the early Roman
period was found at the level of the bottom of the drain wall,
which had probably been rebuilt after the siege of Sulla.
Under the early Roman filling we found a little late Hellene
istic draln deposit; below that in a shallow channel in bed-
rock a deposit of sand of the sixth and early fifth century.
From this deposit came 162 ostrakas 70 of Themlstokles, 41
of Hippokrates, 46 of Kallixenos, 1 of Habron, 2 of Aristeldes,
2 of Kydrokles. The early sand fill suggests that the drain-
age channel and probably with it the street followed the same
line as the later draine

Except at the north edge of the section we found no evi-
dence that the drain had ever been covereds At the north 1t
1e bullt of pores blocks in carefully corbelled construction,
narrowing its width to 88 cm. at the top, and covered by long
glabs lald from side to side. A stretch of drain so covered
for a distance of nearly eight metres was openod, In the
course of this covered stretch two drains enter the great
drain from the east, two from the west, The covering of the

drain, the presence of tributaries to east and west, the worn

upper surface of the covers, and the presence of a hard~packed

road metal at the level of their surface, combine to suggest

that an importent east to west road crosses the north to south
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street at thls point; doubtless this road led west to the
Piraeus Gate,

Wo found in a few places glightly to the west of the
great draln traces of the north-south street.s *‘he section

was traversed from north to south by this street, follow-

inithe line of the draln, crossed at the north edge of the

area by an important castewest street, and sending off a
branch to the west farther toward the south - the branch
leading probably te the ridge between the Pnyx and the hill
of the Nymphs. Along the entire east edge of the section
we uncovered the edge of the sncient street marked in Ddrpe

feld's plan in Antike Denkmaler and on Judeich's plan,

Its northward continuation was uncovered in Section IT,
Throughout See¢tlon NN it 1s supported at the west by a re-
talning wall, built originally in archalec times at the south,
In Hellenistic times in the central area, and rebullt through-
out in Roman times. The highest preserved layer of roed
metal was of the early fourth century; the lowest of the late
gixth century or early fifth,. It would eppear that this
east street connected with DIrpfeld's ancient street to the
south and led from the Agora around the west slope of the
Areorflgus; and that the street following the west branch of
the great draln led from the Agora to the assembly-place on
the Pnyxe At one point we found traces of a short cross

atreet conneceting the two northe-south streets.
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THE CEMETERY

At the southeast side of the sectlon the terraced area
to the west of the east street was occupled by an archaie
cemetery. Twenty~two graves were opened; of these nineteen
contained skeletons of adults, one the skeloton of a small
ohild, and two were urn-burlals of children. One cutting in
the bedrock hed been entirely rifled; its was probably originally
8 grave. The adults were buried in rectangular shafts 1.80 -
2¢ me long and 0455 = 0,70 me wide, One shaft had been lined
with a wall built of smell stones on all sides, In nog case
was the grave covering preserveds The ground level had been
lowered and the burials lay only 10 - 50 cmes below the surface
of Hellenistic times. Six of the graves had been disturbed
in Hellenistic or later times, three by other graves. No
rule of orlentation had been observed; the direction of the
shafts had probably been determined by the line of the terrace
wall at the west.

Tn addition to the burlals, twentye-one sacrifical plts
were founds OFf these there were three types: long rectangular
ghafts of about the same dimensions as the grave cuttings,

Jong (cae 1450 ms) pits of irregular outline, and small irre-
guliarly square plts measuring ¥0 - 80 cm. across. Many of
these pits contained large fragments of charred logs up to

18 em. in dlameter; in several cases the nearly complete loga,

reduced to carbon, spanned the pits from slde to side. Not

only the pesitlon of these logs, but also the condition of the

walls and floors of the pits, hardened by fire, show that the
pyres were burned in the plts, In several cases grooves

down the ends of the plts, connecting with shallow channels
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across their floors, probebly served to encourage a draft
to help the fire.

Ten of the graves and five of the plts contalned pottery.
The vases had been placed In the graves as offerings in the
normal menner; the vases in the pits were found always burned,
often in a shattered condiltlone The burned filling of the
pits contained in additlon to the pottery small fragments of
calcined bones, probably of animals saeriflced at the funerals.
There seemed to be no definite counection between any indivi-
dual pits and graves.

Bxcept in two cases the pottery from pits and graves was
of the sixth centurye. Attie lekythol and kylikes ranging in
date from before the middle down to the end of the slxth cen=-
tury were found. In addition to the Attic vases a tripod
pyxis of Corinthian fabric was found. More unusual were
five krateriskol of Lydian type, found in two ol Lhe graves
and one of the pits. Some of these may be of genulne Lydiamn
fabric, others imitations.

Two graves were earliers One contalined a skyphos, a
cup, and a small olnochoe of the end of the eighth or early
gseventh century. 4his grave lay at a higher level than any
of the otherss The second earlier grave, one of the urn
burials, was also of the geometric perlod. It had been much
disturbed by a later grave, and no small vases were found, but
the burilal amphora was Geometrlcs In one of the sacrificlial

plts several fragments of Geometric pots were found; they were

not, 1like the sixth century pottery in the pit, burned. They

mist have been thrown in when the pit was fillled; probably they

came from a grave nearby which had been disturbeds A considerable
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propértion of the pottery scattered through the f1illing over
the grave area was geometric, and some Proto-attlc fragments
were found. It is probable that the cemetery was in use
from the Geometric period to the end of the sixth century.

We have found the west,'north and east limits of the area;
1t 1s probable that more graves may be found mext ycar to the

southe.

WELLS AND CISTERNS

Fleven wells were found thls year, 8ix remain untouched;
three had to be left unfinished at the end of the seasons Two
of these are Hellenistic; unfortunately they tap the same in~-
exhaustible source of water that fed the wells 1n Section 118,
and they had to be abandoneds The third well was left at a
depth of 24,50 m¢ at the end of the seasona The well connects
with a besutifully built shaft, probably for storage, near the
surfaceo. Although it mast date from a good period 1t was
reused in very late times and has produced only late Roman
coarse pottery to the depth reached.

Of the two wells completely cleaned out one was shallow,
ending at a depth of only 11.50 m. Most of the pottery was
of the late sixth century, but very little of the finer wares
was found and nothing willl mend upe Oececasional second cen-
tury sherds seattered throughout the f111 suggest that the
well was made in the lete Hellenistic period and refilled with
whatever earth was avallable nearbye

The other well was & tiled well of the second century B.C.

The tiles were carefully made and elamped together, with lead,

two clamps at esch jolnte. At the bottom there was a small
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deposit of coarse pottery; several early basket~handled
water-jars and cooking basins were founde The most inter-

esting object from the well was a plastic lamp in the form

L5
of a Bull's head, fil%bed and garlanded.

Two shaft cisterns were clearede Of these, cone cone
tained a late Hellenlstic deposit, the other a mixed deposlt
thrown in in early Roman times. A third shaft cistern was
connected by an underground passage with a chamber clstern.

The shaft had been filled in Hellenlstic times, probably 1n the
later part of the third century; several Rhodlan amphora
handles were found. The chamber had been filled in the

first century A.D.; a number of Knidian amphors hhndles, type

XX lamps, and a few fragments of sigillata ware were founds

FINDS

Over 1500 objects have been catalogued this year from
Seetion Nile The majority of these finds conslst of amphora
handlesy several interesting Thaslan handles are ineluded
among theones Ppom the terraced area at the south we obtalned
numerous interesting pleces of the early Roman period, in-
eluding imported stamped sigillata and greenj@lazed relief
wares, and the local imitatlons of bothe From the bottom
of the post-Sullan drain came many lead soals and weightse
A deposit thrown in as f1lling behind the east wall of the
samo draln when it was built may have been the dump from &
coroplast!s workshop; it included many interesting fragments

of figurines and moulds of the third and second centurles.
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Finds of interest turned up spwradically in the Byzantine

fills of the north part of the area. Among them were a

fine fragment of a rede-figured krater with a representstion

of Zeus and Demeter (P 14, 729); a fragment with Athena
Parthenos in relief, probably from the discus of an early
Roman lamp (L 3703); and a mould for figures in high relief,
probably taken from a bronze mirrer (T 2010).

Undoubtedly the most important group of finds 1s the
pottery from the archalc graves, already dlscussed. These
not only &aclude several pleces of speclal Individual interest
and provide a useful addition to the Agora pottery sequence,
but by thelr very existence, in graves of the sixth century,
present an interesting and hitherto unsuspected problem as

to burial customs within the ¢lty limits at that time,
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