SECTIONS &, X, ¥ *
April - June 1957

Three private dwellings, already known from the pre=
liminary excavation of 1937, formed the major themes of in-
vestigation this year in Seection ¢ .« In the following report
each will first be treated separately, and then a summary will

point out how they are related to one another.

Southwest House (pp. 358-360, 410-}417, L26-428, 1212-1222,1280 ff.).

This house receives its name from its position in the

section. An unknown extent of the bullding still lies buried
under Aischines Street, but the area enclosed by its south and
east walls oeccupies the southwestern corner of the section
(48«56/M2T - ca. I8, and We have not yet found a satisfactory
north wall). The history of 1ts initial and subsequent periods
of use 1s complex, and final statements must awalt the time
when the whole building has been excavated, Still, some con=-
clusions can be presented here.

Handsome polygonal blocks, distinguished by vertical
striations on their inner faces and carefully fitted together,
make up the exposed portion of the south wall, as well as
extensive sections of the east wall. The style of the masonry
suggests a date in the 5th century B.C. for the original
construction of the building. Nor does the earth packed against
the outside of the east wall controvert such a date, Several
probes into it produced pottery of the 6th and 5th centuries B.C,.

A curious, rectangular pit (Pit at S4L/Ar , pp. 1206-1210,
1251-125];) was an integral part of the early substructure of

the east wall, whose foundation forms the west wall of the pit.

Most of the excavation was carried out in Section ¢ ; all page
references will be to ¢ notebooks unless otherwise indlcated.
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The pit's plan is irregular; its measurements approximately
2,00 x 1,10 x 1,15 my, The wall foundations run a little over a

meter deep at 53/Ar -AE, consist of irregularly shaped and sized

stones packed together roughly in courses with eclay, and in

the southwest corner of the pit follow the bedrock, Some
atones have been cut 8o as to have regular faces; some have not,
On top of these rest two good silzed poros bloeks which once
supported the first blocks of the house walls, The south wall
of the pit 1s bullt of slightly smaller stones and clay (no
poros blocks), and bonds with the west wall, The east wall 1s
one large (2,00 x 1.1} x 0.22 m.) poros slab, Its west or
Inner face has been roughly finished., The east or outer face
has had a margin cut into i1t on two sldes, The shape of the
slab and the work done on it are irregular, and one may suppose
that the slab was badly begun, found not to sult its original
purpose, and so used here., The north wall, o¥rwhich only a few
stones were left, would have been like the south wall,

The pit was filled with a homogeneous, wet, clay-like earth
that contained 15 boxes of thoroughly broken pottery. The
fine ware extends from the first gquarter to the end of the Sth
century B.C.3 the amphoras from the third to the first quarter
of the century., At the bottom of the pit lay an archaic kore
fragment (S 1984).

The plt was not used agalin after the earth had been dumped
into 1t, but the walla of the bullding were used intermittently,
if not continuously, to provide shelter for more than half a

millenium afterwards,
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The last period of use terminated not long before A.D. 300,
although pottery from the two subsequent centuries was present
in sufficlent quantity to indicate some later habitation in the
general area (pp. 410-}417)., The usual, eloquent testimony of
the Herulian invasion was not noted here. The south wall still
stands to a height of 2,50 m, in places, and no significant
amount of ashes or carbon was found in the 3rd century fill.

For some reason, however, the house was abandoned, and
sometime around the middle of the lth ecentury after Christ a
family buillt a tomb against the house wall (pp. 615=622, 1203-1207),
utillizing the house wall as the south wall of the tomb, The
tomb sits syuarely over the large poros blocks noted supra.
Terracotta rattles (T 1,21-142}) and moulded lamps (L 2916-17,
3011-12) found in the tomb with the bones, establish the date
of the interment,

Not so eclosely dated, but further testimony to the abandone
ment of the area as a living place, 1s a more modest burial
(late Roman, located at 50/KE, see pp. 572-3) well within the
confines of the house walls,

In the years between the construction and the final abandon=-

ment of the house, the interior arrangements were altered

occaslonally. In the area L9-56/MZT - AH one can see the clay

floor level of the last occupaney of the house, setting stones
and stucco for marble slabs of an earlier floor, and in one place
marble slabs of a stlll earlier floor covered by the later stuecco.
Perhaps to thls lagt named perlod belong the traces of a
pebble-mosaiec floor once painted red, Later generations ignored
it, and a large threshhold block was set down on top of 1t

(photographs on pp. 1216-17).
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The handsome walls too underwent change. Repairs were

made with stones and mortar, and in Roman times they received

several coatings of stueco in which coarse pot-sherds had been
imbedded, The effect 1s not especially decorative., It may be
that the artisans had some idea of re-inforcing the stueco in
this manner,

Further north in the house (l;7-52/KE-KA) we found an exe
tensive, packedeclay floor, over which lay some 0,50 m, of
3rd/2nd century B,C, fill, Unfortunately no sure connection
has been established between this floor and those further
south noted supra.

Subsequent use is indicated here by rubble wall foundations,
Apparently trenches were cut into the Hellenistic fill down to
the level of the floor, and then loose stones were packed in to
supply solid foundations for walls (phot. p. 1222), No trace
was found of a floor connected with these walls, nor with the
northesouth rubble wall in the southern part of the bullding
(phot. p. 1205, sections pp. 413, 1215, plan p. 12) to which
these may relate,

We chipped away at the northern and southern limits of the
extensive Hellenistic floor, and found the following: a hard-
packed, clay floor 0,10 m. underneath the Hellenistic floor at
the south end, a bit of hydraulic floor 0.10 m. under the
northwest corner of the Hellenlstlc flcor, and a hardepacked,

clay floor 0,30 me. under the northeast corner,

No trustworthy ceramlic evidence dated the first two floors

described, but the pottery over the floor under the northwest
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corner was 4th century B.C., and included a black glazed lamp
(L 5298) on whose spout and rim the names of six men were
scratched, The names were spelled backwards, an indication
of magie « or of an hilarious symposion.

At the same level, a little north of the hydraulic floor
patech, two pithol were sunk into the ground (49/K, 49/I0, p. 1273).
A modern cesspool had destroyed one, but the other (49/I8)
contained lith century B.C, pottery ineluding some pleces
strongly remlnisecent of the so-called pyre-burials (e.g.

P 259256, Cf, R.S. Young, Hesperia XX, 1951, pp. 1llle2),

The slight downward slant to the north of the hydraulie
floor, and the rounded curb of its eastern edge suggest that
it was designed to convey something into the two pithol, and is
therefore contemporary with themj and, since the hydrauliec
floor lies at the same distance under the Hellenistic floor as
the clay floor to the south, it would appear that all three
bits of floor are contemporary,

During the 3rd and 2nd centuries B,.C, the inhabitants of

the house drew their water from the well at 66/AZ (p. 1288), and

probably from late in the first century after Christ until the
arrival of the Herulians they used the great well at 63/I4( pp.-
881 ff. for pottery and page refs.).

A well located right in the house at 50/AA (pp. 568-9)
had been completely emptied and re-used in modern times, so that
no evidence for its original period of use came to light, It
does, however, invite speculation. Since the house does not seem
to have been completely destroyed by the Herulians, and since
the pottery of the great well at 63/IA indicates by a gap that

it was not used for some years after the Herulian sack, we may
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perhaps conjecture that the well at 50/AA was sunk at the
beginning of the invasion 1In an attempt to make of the house

a sort of fortress or strongpoint outside of the "Valerian" wall,
The house may have been taken, but was not totally destroyed, and
some Athenlans, faced with a housing shortage, were able to

find shelter in the weakened house during 1ts few declining years.
The small capitals ¢ 2&0-2u45gr2%§ﬁi; fell from a second

floor destroyed by the Herulians.

Polygonal House (ppe. 298-302, 671-2, 725-768, 951-6, 1224 ff.
Plans, pp. 745, 12583 sections, pp. 743, 749,
1233, 1263)

The word polygonal refers to the "laddered"walls of the
house rather than to 1ts plan, which is rectangular with a

north-south wall through the short axis creating two rooms of

roughly equal area, It i1s located at 57-68/M-MZT, and its

original floor lies at a level about 1,50 m, above the floor
of the nearby Southwest House, The plan of the house was re-
covered, and the stratiflecation of the earth in the southeast
corner studied in 1937 (p. 743)« This year we removed the rest
of the earth in the bullding and generally cleaned it up.

The rectangular structure was bullt early in the lth
century B.C., partially over the site of an older building
that may have been destroyed by the Persians. In each of the
two rooms we found three hard packed clay floors that distingulsh
the three major periods of occupancy,

Below the first floor, in the 0,08«0,18 m, of earth that

separated it from bedrock, the pottery was late Sth/early Lth
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century B.C, On the floor in the east room we found a small,
hard-packed, circular mound of earth on whose flat top was an
almost perfectly circular patech of ashes., The pottery above
this floor was e==iy | th century B.C,.

The second floor, 0.12 - 0.15 m, above the first, preserved
in the east room the impression of a human foot shod in soft
leather, During the period in which the second floor was in
use (end of lth/beginning of 3rd) the north-south drain that
passed under the south wall of the house in the west room was
repaired. The south wall itself was also repaired with large,
square blocks, and strengthened with a backing of rubble stones =
an action made necessary by the welght of earth washed down the
hillside that rises steeply just behind 1t,

The third floor represents the last period in which people
lived in the house. The fill above 1t in the east room runs
down into the space where the bloeks of the north-south erosswall
once stood (see section, p. 1233). Cubttings in the bedrock, and
a block or two still in place establish the existence of the
wall, a massive affalr some 0,70 m. thick., People building
elsewhere in the 3rd/2nd century B.C. took out the useful blocks
of this wall, and of the outer house walls (p. 1221) for their

own purposes. To the period of the third floor belongs too the

door in the north wall of the east room, a cutting for a
door-jamb 1n the single stone left in that wall,

The structure that lay partly under the polygonal building
1s represented by so few remains that its peneral diasposition

is not elear., A single course of good-sized, polyponal limestone

Excavations 1957 (®, X, W).07.jpg



blocks, carefully fitted together, runs parallel to the north
wall of the polygonal house 1,20 m, directly beneath 1t, and

a little beyond to the west (see plan, p. 1258; sectlion, p. 1263).
A large poros block about l} ms north of the west end of this
archalec wall lies as 1t was set In the late 6th/early S5th

century B.C. (note P 25916, a black figure battle scene), and

may indlicate the northward return of the archalec wall., The

floor that belongs to the archaiec wall 1s soon terminated at

the north by modern pit 59/A0¢ {p. 311). The area north of

the plt produced no floors, but consistently 6th/Sth century B.C,.
pottery, including a red figure komos scene by Myson (P 25945),
Between the archale wall and the modern pit earth and stones

had been dumped sometime around the middle of the Lth century B,C
in order to bring the ground level up to that of the Polygonal
House floor., A few stones, almost level with the floor, suggest
that a road or a cobbled courtyard could have been buillt after

the f1lling was completed,

Late Roman House and Water Channel

Little actual excavating was done in connection with the
house. Ve were primarily interested in cleaning up the walls
so that all could be drawn, and those that proved irrelevant to
the house removed. Several new facts came to light, however,
concerning the construction and plan of the buillding,

Into the area just west of the building's apse, a substantial
pit (ca. 2,50 m. in diam,) had been cut to a level as deep as
that of the house foundations. Traces of lime adhering to the sides

revealed the pit's purpose, Lime, presumably in conneetion with
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the building's original construction, had been slaked for
morter there, Such blts of gouged, combed and Late Roman D
vware as were found did not establish a preclse date for the re=
£11ling of the plt, and so for the construction of the house,
Purther east we cleared out the earth in "Room 1" (pp. 71l=
717) and found a trough shoddily built with rubble stones patched
together with sandy plaster, It ran east-west from the west
wall of the room a distance of 1,70 m.,, and then stopped where
some stones had been packed into 1ts open ends It may be related
to the blt of floor found at the west side of the room, 0,65 m.
above the earller floor level shown by the plaster on the
south wall of the room,
Cleaning just east of this room revealed the line of its
orlginal east wall, It was noted in 1937 that the exposed
east wall of the room was built ageinst the south wall, and

we now know that the northward return of the south wall was

originally 0,70 m, further east,

Water Channel (The following is a summary written by E.Vanderpool,
written in 1938, ¥ nb., pp. 778-786,)

In section @ (at ca. 52/1 is a small, roughly square vaulted
chamber built of bricks, stones and mortar from which a vaulted
passage leads off towerd the norths The chamber and the tiled
well in it were cleared as part of section © , the passage for
1ts whole length was cleared as section ¥ .

The passage starts at about the center of the chamber, right
next to the well, and some of the well tlles have been roughly
broken away where they adjoln the passage (the well was orig-
inally built in pre-Herulian times as the deposit at 1ts
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bottom indicates, while the chamber and passage are definltely
post-Herulien - e¢f, & notebooks).,

The passage 1s about 0,50 m, wide and 1.50 m. high, Tts
sldes are roughly bullt of stones set in mortar and its top 1s

vaulted over with bricks., At its bottom is a small rectangular

terracotta water channel which ia preserved throughout most of

the length of the passage (it is missing up near the chamber),
Te passage 13 set down in e deep cutting in the bedrock,
deeper at the south where the hill rises more steeply than at
the north,

As we leave the chamber and proceed northward in the passage
we reach a manhole at 1,0/Z (p. 36lj). Its dimensions are:

N=8 0,90 me3 E«W 0,50 m, From the top of the passage downe
ward 1t 1s slightly wider to enable a man to work more easily
in 1. Ttas walls are of stone and mortar, and 1t s preserved
to the surface of bedrock, At the south side of the manhole
the passage 13 partly blocked by a fallen stone, About 1,30 m,
north of the manhole there is a rough wall aecross the passage
about 0,30=0,)0 m, high and 10 meters north of the manhole there
is a second wall, about 0,70 m, high, The terracotta channel
passes under both these eross walls.

At about 33/E the passage skirts the edge of the "great hole
at 33/2"(p. 726) and 1ts outside 1s visible. There 1s a lot of
Greek fill around the outside of the passage at this point (some
bselonging to the Greek well at 32/ .

At 27A the top of the passage is broken at the west slde,
The break was made in modern times, dJust west of the passage

at this point is a partially collapsed section of modern well
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curbing bullt of stones and cement.
At 25/ T the passage stops abruptly, end the end is
closed with masonrye. The terracotta channel continues, however,

set in a shallow cutting, and 1ts course can be traced as it

winda across the northeast corner of Section ¢ (p. 69).

A.Parsons suggests that thls water system was designed
to furnish water for thé leate Roman bath in section p « The
vaulted passage was bullt only where the channel i1s set deeply
into the hillside, and was desigmed to make it posaible to clean
the system when necessary. Elsewhere the terracotta channel was
not set so deeply and could easily be reached from above.

From the fill in the passage we secured no significant sherds
to indicate ita final period of uses In general there were no
sherds at all, In and near the manhole where we might have
expected to find some there were only modern things, the manhole
having been used as a ceaspool. The only object found in the
passage which i1s useful for dating 1ts period of use 1ls the
bronze lamp ¥ 517 (B 579). This was found about 1,50 m. north
of the manhole where it head doubtless been forgotten by some
workman who went down to clean out the passage, It is to be
dated in the sixth century A.,D. (cf. the bronze lamp from the
very late Roman well in section Z: well at 52/IE, Z 681, B 1l4),

Sore asignificant sherds were obtained, however, from the
£11l over the passage and over the terracotta channel north of
the passage. The passage 1s set in a deep cutting 1n bedrock.,
We cleared the fill over it at one point (29/A ), exposing about

1.75 me of the vaulted top, and cbtained a few late Roman sherds
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(one bit seems surely late Sth 1f not 6th century AD.). Ve

glso found e few simllar sherds, including several of the Sth and
perhaps 6th centuries A.D., in the small, narrow cutting for

the terracotta channel at 20/B,

These sherds, though too few and too characterless to be
dated at 21l closely, nevertheless show clearly that the water
system belongs to the time of the late Roman complex, The
sherds from over the terracotta channel at 20/B seem to belong
to the latter part of the life of the late Roman complex, and
perhaps date the final repair or clean-out of thia part of the
aystem, That there 15 a similar late bit from over the passage
at 29/4 , however, suggests that the syatem may not be contemporary
with the original construction of the late Roman complex, but
e later addition.

A great mass of filling over the passage remains undug,

When this 1s dug 1t may be possible to date the system more
accurately,

In the southwest corner of the section to the west of the
water channel (area around 39/A , near manhole) we dug a con-

siderable amount of loose fill -« dug bedrock mixed with earth

of various colors - which rested on bedrock. As we dug it it

geemed that 1t might be earth thrown up when the trench for the
passage wWas dug,

From 1t we obtained a considerable amount of very late
Roman pottery (ef. lamps ¥ 741-2), pottery such as usually comes
in destruction rill over the late Roman complex, It 1s possible

that the dug bedrock parts of this fill actually were thrown up
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from the trench for the passage, but they were so stirred up
in later times that they beceme Inextricably mixed with other
eartha., The whole of thls fill must now count as destruction
£111 of the Late Roman complex.
* i it *
This year (1957) the chember and well at 52/I 1n section

were thoroughly cleaned, end other sections of the channel were

re-opened for drawing and photography. New photographs will be

found in y Notebook, ppe 777, 787-793. 992, Te last
photograph llsted shows the ground level contemporary with the
last use of the well., Vv 1070 (A 2688) is a section of the

terracotta water channel taken from 85/KE in section & ,

Varia

Geometric Pit S8/AB (pp. 1276-7) was started as a well,
but after about 2 meters crumbling bedrock must have discouraged
the diggers, It produced only a few sherds, all of which were
kept.

ILime Kiln at 51/IZ was falrly well preserved. A pit 0,80 m,
deep and 2,60 me in dlameter was dug into the bedrock, Then
rubble and mortar walls were erected around the pit leaving a
bedrock shelf 0,15 m, wide all around, 'Te walls were preserved
to a helght of 0,90 ms They are poorly made and were intended
to be no more than lining. ‘e shelf would have been used to
support stacked marble, while the fire blazed underneath.

Draft was supplied by a narrow (o.45 m, wide) door whose lower
part can still be seen 1,20 m, above the bedrock floor.

Virtually no pottery came out of the mass of ash that f1lled

the kiln, and probes into earth around the pit produced only a
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few greenwglazed Byzantine sherds, none of which necessarily

have anything to do with the date of its eonsbtruction or use,
Just south of the Late Roman Building we found two large
(aver. meas. 1.30 x 0.70 x 0,50 m,),conglomerate blocks in
place, both carefully secured wlth a packing of small stones,
Two similar blocks had clearly been disturbed, and so were
removed in the interest of clarity. Unfortunately the poasition
of the blocks gives no good plecture of the atructure into
which they were once built, They sit on a firm floor, over which
sat 0,50 m. of 3rd/2nd century B.C. fill, Under the floor the
pottery 1s 5th century B.C. The blocks may have been part
of a large monument bage, or of the foundations for a small

bullding, traces of whose northern extent the Late Roman

Bullding's apse obliterated,

Summagz

Geometric wells and graves provide the earliest record of
human activity in this areaj and the building represented by
the archaic wall, destroyed probably early in the S5th century
BueCey 1a the earliest structure. A patech of road metal about
1,50 m, wide at 57/AH into which 6th/early Sth century B.C,
sherds had been impressed was used by the inhabitants of
this house,

The road, to judge from the line of later drains, continued
on north from here to meet the ancient road that ran under
Observatory Street, and was used well into Roman times, Its
southward progress from 57/AH 1s not so clear. It could have run
south up to the Areopagos before Southwest House was bullt =

and indeed after i1t and the Polygonal House were bullt there
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wag between the twWo houses sufficlent spage for the narrow
road. At some time, however, in the Lth or 3rd century B.C.,
some time, that 1s, when the Polygonal House and the Southwest
House were occupled s!imultaneously, the two houses were
Joined., A heavy limestone block and two slabs, continuing
westward the line of the Polygonal House's north wall, effect

an integral connection between the two structures.

One may perhaps relate this alteration to the time when

the ground level Alrectly east of the pateh of road metal was
raised to that of the Polygonal House; i1.e. around the middle
of the Lth century B.C., The road then, instead of continuing
on up to the Areopagos, temminated in a little cobbled court
Just outside the northwest cormer of the Polygonal House

(ef. supra p. 8).

Private dwellings continued to occupy this seetlion until
the attack of the Herulians, Probably the corner of a room
that appears Just east of the apse of the Late Roman Bullding
was abandoned in A.D. 267.

It has been suggested that the large, apsidal bulldings
erected later in Sections & and & housed several of the
schools of philosophy that were closed eventually in A.D. 527

(ef, season's report for 1957, seetion 2 ).

Recommendations for Further Excavation

A cistern at /A in Section ¥ and a section of the floor
to which it belongs were diacovered during the reduction of  the
Phaldon Street dike of earth. The fill over the floor was

uncommunicative, and the cistern has not yet been dug.
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Again in Section ¥ under Fhaidon Street we found a
rectangular cutting in the bedrock at 8/3T7 It continues on
gouth and should be further exposed. Pottery near the floor
of the cutting was Roman,

A fallen wellhead at J,9/IZT shows that a well collapsed in
the neighborhood. Reduction of the Alschines Street dike of
earth may reveal its precise location,

At the bottom of the modern pit (see section, p. 1215)
between the Polygonal House and the Southwest House we found
a dlagonal cutting In the bedrock that may have some connection
with the archaic wall, This pit, sinee re-filled, should be

re-opened, and the earth between the two houses removed on the

chance of acouiring more information about the early structure,
Note bp. 1232 Son Vdewhificatim oF i Luder Umv oF W\ye

“ms¢ W voorm ; £ rnds';io E well oF Sw Mouse
A.L. Boegehold

June 13, 1957
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Tree private dwellings, already known from the preliminary

excavation of 1937, formed the major themes of investigation

this year in section‘b « In the following report each will

first be treated separately, and then a summary will point out

how they are related to one another.

Southwest House ( pp. 358-360, 410-417, L426-428, 1212-1222, 1280 ff.)

T™is house receives its name from 1lts position in the section.
An unknown extent of the bullding still lies buried under Aisch-
ines Street, but the area enclosed by its south and east walls

™ W Lq_,
occuples the southwestern corner of the section ( 8-56/ME T-tu. 10 84’ ok

The history of its intiial and subsequent periods of use 1is jmg :“

complex, and final statements must awalt the time when the whéieumx{)
building has been excavated., Still, some conclusions can be
presented here,

Handsome polygonal blocks, distinguished by vertical striations

on their Inner faces and carefully fitted together, make up the
exposed portion of the south wall, as well as extensive sections of
the east wall, The style of the masonry suggests a date In the
Sth century B.C. for the original construction of the buillding.
Nor does the earth packed against the outside of the eqst wall
controvert such a date. Several probes into it produced pottery
of the 6th and 5th centuries B.C.

A curious, rectangular pit ( Pit Shh¢, pp. 1206-1210, 1251=-

sudralivelins
125]) wes an integral part of the early #qmmsessdemp of the east

whose foundation Foms the W owatd of iy Pk ek HFS Weusureme, 4
wall, /Etu plan is uéighb&g 1rrepular, but=i{ mesgures ﬁﬁﬂg@:;*tﬁ”
2.00 x 1:%0 x 1.2¢ m, The" foundations run a little over a meter
deep at Sjjkr-ﬂE, consist of irregularly shaped and sized stones
packed together roughly in courses with clay, and in the south

of the pit shones
west corner’follow the bedrock. Some'have been cut so as to have
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regular faces; some have not. On top of these rest two zood

slzed poros blocks which once supported the first bloecks of the

house wall,

( no poros blocks), and bonds with the west wall. The east wall
is one large ( 2.00 x 1.14 x 0.22 m.) poros slab. Its west or
inner face has been roughly finished., The east or outer face
has had a margin cut into it on two sides. The shape of the
slab and the work done on 1t are skiuki2» irregular, and one may

He s/af
suppose that ¥4 was badly begun, found not to suit its original

Nov \\ .
The poAK B wall, of whith ouly o Sew shmes Geve
purpose, and so used here.\e‘\‘uﬂt4h«“ s +k1 LT ST

The pit was fillled with a homogeneous, wet, clay-like earth
that contained a.g;;é;::;!i of thoroughly broken pottery. The
fine ware extends from the first quarter to the end of the 5th
century B.C.; the amphoras from the third to the first quarter
of the century. At the bottom of the pit lay an archaie kore _
fragment (S 198L).

The pit was not used again after the earth had been dumped
into it, but the walls of the building were used Intermittently,
if not continuously, to provéde shelter for more tham half a
millenium,. afferwends.

The last perliod of use terminated not long before A.D. 300,
although pottery from the two subsequen?}centuries was present
in sufficient cuantitfy to 1ndicatérﬁzg§£:kion in the general
area afssewerdes (pp. 10-417), The usual, eloquent testimony
of the Herulddnsinvasion was not noted here. The south wall
still stands to a height of 2.50m. in places, and no significant

Ashes or cav o

amount of teaces of bupning was found in the 3rd cent. fill.

For some reason, however, the house was abandoned, and some-
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time around the middle of the Lth century after Christ a family
bullt a tomb against the house wall ( pp. 615-622, 1203-1207),

utilizing the house wall as the south wall of the tomb. The tohb
sits squarely over the large poros blocks noted supra., Terra

cotta rattles ( T 1421-142l) and moulded lamps ( L 2916-17, 3011-12)
found in the tdb with the bones, establish the date of the inter-
ment.

Not so closely dated, but further testimony to the abandonment
of the area as a living place, is a more modest burial ( late-Roman,
located at 50/KE, see pp. 572=3) well within the NEWNEXAREXE con-
fines of the house walls,

In the years between the construction and the final abandon-
ment of the house, the interior arrangements were altered occasion-
ally. In the area j9-56/ MIT-AH one can see the clay floor level
of the last occupahtyy of the house, setting stones and mzxxkis
stucco for marble slabs of an earlier floor, and in one place
marble slabs of a still earlier floor covered by the later stucco.
Perhaps to this last named period belonges #to the traces of a
pebble-mosaic floor once painted red. Later generations ignored
1t, and a large threshhold bloeck was set down on top of bt ( photos
on pp. 1216-17%.

The handsome walls too underwent change. Repairs were made

TR I R seveval
with stones and mortar, and cb=ene-~time they received e coatings

of stucco Iin®y which coarse pot-sherds had been imbedded, The

effect 1s not especially decorative. It may be that the artisans

had some idea of re-inforcing the stucco in this manner,

Further north in the house ( 47-52/KE-KA) we found an extensive,

packed-clay floor, over which lay some ©.50 M. of 3/2 eents B.C,
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fill., Unfortunately no sure connection has been established
between this floor and those further south noted supra.
Subsequent use 1s indicated here by rubble wall foundations.
Apparently trenches were cut Into the Hellenlstic f1ll down to
the level of the floor, and then loose stones were packed in to
suprly solid foundations for walls (photo p. 1222). No trace was
found of a floor connected with these walls, nor with the north-
south rubble wall in the southern part of the building ( photo
p. 1205, sections pp. 413, 1215, plan p. 412) wikkkxmkkshxkkazse
mEyXRAXAXSEMEXERNREREEENX to which these may relate. Eﬁdﬁﬂ—P'44£I
Apﬁearliep.floer 1a;f;gneath the extenslve Hellenistic floor,
We expOSed g 1ittle of it &% by going down through the Helleristice

Yoy 0.40% ¢ *f faw,
floor at 1ts aoutnern and northeqﬂv?n limits. Pottery from &he

Al e wathearbern covrew ol Ahe Ball
seubhkera—end was inconclusive, but that frem—the—northgasternrprobe
Slowm, howevey, slill engiheyv £lm was fourels TWS Vag 0,302 wndidlu WalZe floon oy
Uame out of the hth ¢ent. B.C., and included a BG-lamp (L5298) on

e B G e Mg LTk . Slon oA T LT wer Aty ,

se 8 out an f Ehe names of six men were. scratched. The
?/WML? Hu  Veeducerd AW; M’W %«/ Jds 2. % a.,

names were all speiled backwards, but whether an hilarious symposion

“~

or a magical formula 1s to be ilnferred is not clear.

At some time too in the fourtﬁ'cgntury the nearby hydraulic
floor and two pithol were built and ﬁQQﬁ. The floor, only partially
exposed and lacking 1ts full northern eitension, has a curb and
a northward slant that show clearly that it*wgs designed to con-
vey something into the two pithoi sunk in thehg¢ound at }9/K and
49/18:  Pithos 4,9/16 contained fourth century B,C) pottery that
included some pileces strongly reminiscent of the s&logllad pyre-

B

burials ( e.g. P25925=6, See R.S. Young, Hesperia 20 K}QSil 111-12].

\ N

During the 3/2 centuries B.C. the inhabitants of the hoﬁE@
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We chipped away at the northern and southern limits of the
extensive Helleulstlc floor, and found the following: a hard-packed,
clay floor 0.10 me underneath the Hellenistle floor at the south
end, a bit of hydraullc floor 0.10 me under the NW corner of the
Hell. floor, and a hard-packed, clay floor 0.30 m. under the NE
corners

no trustworthy ceramle evidence dated the first twoifloors
described, but the pottery over the floor under the NW xorner was
4th cent. B.Ce, 2and included a BG lamp ( L 5298) on whése spout and
rim the names of six men were scrathhed. The names were spelled
backwards, an indicztion of magie - or of an hilarious symposion.

At the same level, a 1little N of the hydrauliec floor pateh, two
pithoi were sun - into the ground (49/K, 49/16, p./?*> ), A modern
cesspool had destroyed one, but the other (49/I6) contail ed 4th cent.

BC pottery including some pilences strongly reminlscent of the so=-called

pyre-burials (e.g. P 25925-6. Cf. R.S. Young, Hesperia 20 [195:[.} 111-12)

The slight downward slant to the N of the hydraulie floor, and
the rounded curé of 1ts eastern edge suggest that 1t was designed to
convey something inte the two pithol, and 1s therefore contemporary
with them; and, since the hydraulic floor lles at the same distance
under the Hellenistic floor as the clay floor to the S, 1t would

appear that all three bits of floor are contemporary.
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DUVI"\iv—H.-c 3/1 teturies BL. the ikl’\ﬂ.b;‘}"aw"—s 5% }W/sc_

drew their water from the well at 66/42 (p. 1288), and probably
from late in the first century after Christ until the arrival
of the Herulians they used the great well at 63/IA .(pp. 881 fr.
for pottery and page refs.).

A well located right in the house at 50/A A (pp. 568-9)
had been completely emptied and re-used in modern times, so that
no evidence for its original period of use came to light, It
does, however, invite specud&tion. Since the house does not seem
to have been completely destroyed by the Herulians, and since the
pottery of the great well at 63/IA indicates by a gap that it was
not used for some years after the Herulian sack, we may/perhaps
QQSQES& that the well at S0/1A was sunk at the beginning of the
invasion in an attempt to make of the house a sort of fortress or

strongpoint outside of the"Valerian' wall, a

2 %%Ww
ﬂﬁénuama A“““*j

ST gmald wptits & ato- uﬁmae_,?#

A¢%4u4¥z4&aWﬂ/ ”a”zaﬁﬂffﬂ7 Yo 1”44“7.
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Polygonal House ( pp. 298-302, 671-2, 725-768, 951-6, 122l ff,
plans, pp. 745, 1258; sections, pp. 743, 749,
1233, 1263)

The word polygonal refers to the $laddered" walls of the house

rather than to its plan, which is rectangular with a NS wall
through the short axis creating two rooms of roughly equal area.
It is located at 57-68/M-MIT, and its original floor lies at a
level about 1.50 m. above the floor of the nearby Southwest House.
The plan of the house was recovered, and the strati@%ﬁ%‘& of the
earth in the southwast corner studied in 1937 (p. 7h3). This year
we removed the rest of the earth in the building and generally

cleaned it up.

The rectangular structure was buillt early in the Lth century
B.C., partially over the site of a“%iyiding that may have been
destroyed by the Persians. In each of the two rooms we found
three hard packed clay floors that distinguish the three ma jor
periods of occupancy.

Below the first floor, in the 0.08-0.18 m. of earth that
separated it from bedrock, the pottery was late Sth/early Lth B.C.
On the floor in the east room we found a small, hard-packed, circular
mound of earthxmikmmExfimtyxmirExdkrxkzx on whose flat top was an
almost perfectly circular patch of ashes. The pottery above this
floor was early L4th B.C.

The second floor, 0.12-0.15 m. above the first, preserved in
the e ast room the impression of a human foot shod in soft leather.
During the period in which the second floor was in use ( end of
Lth/beginning of 3rd) the NS drain that passed under the south
wall of the house in the W room was repaired. The S wall itself
was also repaired with large, square blocks, and strengthened

with a backing of rubble stones - an action made necessary by the
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weight of earth washed down the hillside that rises steepdy
just behind it. '

¥ The third floor represents the last assusd period in which
people lived in the house. The fill above it in the east rooi
runs down into the space where the blocks of the NS crosswall
once stood ( see section p. 1233). Cuttings in the bedrock,

and & block or two still in place establish the existence of the
wall, a massive affair some 0,70 m. thick. People bullding else-
where in the 3rd/2nd century B.C. took out the useful blocks of

this wall, and of the outer house walls ( p, 1221) for their own

Fhivd
purposes. To the period of the floor belongs too the door in the
Shown b
N wall of the E roomJuh&oh4@&&d&gﬁgﬁh§mﬁétﬁhﬂn 8 cubkting bm=swme
. e Single showe lekd oo gt wnll
Obeblsegioney for a door-—UambM—%—‘h“B” henes.

The structure that lay partly under the polygonal building
i1s represented by so few remains that 1ts general disposition
is not clear. AxxarzhaiExwaliizx2x70xmxxisngyxeonziztingxafxons
Aesingle course of good-sized, polygonal limestone blocks, care-
fully fitted together, runs parallel to the north wall of the
polygonal house 1.20 meters directly beneath it, and a 1little
beyond to the west ( seeplan p. 1258, section p. 1263). A large
poros block about 4 m. N of the W end of th&gﬁrchaic wall lies
as it was set in the late 6th/early 5th cent. B.C. ( note P 25916,
& BF battle scene), and may indicate the northward return of the
archaic wall. The floor that belongs to the archaic wall is soon
terminated at the N by x modern pit 59/46 (p. 311), swmd=—bken The

N o th jpud na flovne | b Loracatzn
area M@—-ﬂ. produced mmgm‘ﬁﬁmhe

geome-brte=gE¥) 6th/Sth cent. B.C. pbttery, including a RF komos
scene by Myson ( P 215965 ). Between the archaic wall and the
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modern pit earth and stones had been dumped sometime around the
middle of the Lth cent. B.C. in order to bring the ground level
up to that of the Polygonal House floor. A few stones, almost
level with the floor, suggest that a road or a cobbled courtyard
could have been built after the filling was completed.

Late Roman House and Water Channel

Little actual excavating was done in connection with the
house. We were primarily interested in cleaning up the walls
so that all could be drawn, and those that proved irrelevant to
the house removad. Several new facts came to light, however,
concerning the construction and plan of the building.

Into the area just W of the building's apse, a substantial

L ¥

pit | ca.sarh‘diam.) had been cut to a level as deep as that of

the house foundations, Traces of lime adhering to the sides re-
vadaled the pit's purpose. Lime, presumably in connection withEthe
building's original construction, had been slaked for mortar there.

Sueh bits of gouged, combed and LRD ware as were found did not

establish a precise date for the re-filling of the pit,ﬁwifﬂ'4“ et
Further wask E we cleardd out the earth in "Room 1" (pp. 714-717)

and found & trough shoddily built with rubble stones patched to-
gether with sandy plaster, It ran EW from the W wall of the room
a distance of470o m, and then stopped where some stones had been
packed into its open end. It may be related to the bit of floor
found at the west side of the room,”t’m. above the £immrx earlier
floorhggown by weepe= the plaster esmis on the S wall of the room.
Cleaning just E of this room revealed the line of its original

E wall, It was noted in 1937 that the exposed E wall of the room
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was built against the S wall, and we now know that the northward

return of the S wall was originallyeje m. further E,

Water Channel Here copy summary written in 1938 by E. Vanderpool

in 1938. Y Notebook, pp. 778-786
o e h v, 1387F ;‘i-

This year (1957) the chamber and well ;=$ 52/I in section L.
were thopoughly cleaned, and other sections of the channel were
re-opened for drawing and photography. New photographs will be
found in ¥ Notebook, pp. 777, 787-793, 998. The last photograph

listed shows the ground level contemporary with the last use of

the well.‘flO?Orlé'a section of the terra cotta Armikm water channel

[y "r ¢ LAl Pl v - 7 C .
taken from 85/KE in section ¢ & “ﬂ“““' P jﬁ‘” /i ”’f’ﬂ 2.,
% ~ e F WRAD A bgn ikl

6 h<ewd A-D i
Varia

&
Geometric Pit 58#AB ( pp. 1276=-7) was started as a well, but after
about 2 meters crumbling bedrock must have discouraged the diggers.
It produced only a few sherds, all of which were kept.
Iime Kiln 51/IZ was fairly well preserved. K pit 0.80 m, deep
and 2,60 m, in diam, was dug into the bedrock. Then rubble and
mortar walls were erected around the plt leaving a bedrock shelf
o@s 0.15 m, wide all around, The walls were preserved to a helght
oL Ao he o mors Flan liniy
of 0,90 me They are poorly made and intended s-iggg.-itngtngj The
#h
shelf would have been used to support stacked marble, while ;'fire
W=l blazedunderneath. Draft was supplied by a narrow ( 0.45 M.
wide) door whose lower part can still be seen 1,20 m. above the
bedrock floor.
e\
Virtually no pottery came out of the mass of that filled

R/l
the pi;, and probes into earth around the pit produced only a|few

green-glazed Byz. sherds, none of which necessarily have anything

to do with the pit, dele /5 tovolivglyn 7 e
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Just 8 of the Late Roman Building we found two large,( aver.
meass 1,30 x 0.70 X 0450 ms) conglomerate blocks in place, both

carefully secured with a packing of small stones. Two similar

blocks had clearly been disturbed, and so were removed in the interest
of clarity. Unfortunately the peeition of the blocks gives no

good picture of the structure into which they were once built,.

They sit on a firm floor, over which sat 0.50 m. of 3/2 cent. B.C.
fill., Under the floor the pottery is 5th cent. B.C. The blocks

may have been part of a large monument base, or of the foundations

for a small bullding,xhmxeaxnarkhar traces of whose northern extent

the late Roman Building's apse obliterated,

Supimary

Geometric wells and graves provide the earlicst record of
human activity in this area, and the bullding represented by the
archalic wall, destroyed probably early in the Sth cent. B3C., 1s
the earliest structure. A pateh of road metal about 1.50 m. wide
at 57/AH into which 6th/early Sth cents sherds had been impressed
was used by the inhabitants of this house.

The road, to judge from the line of later drains, continued on
north from here to meet the ancient road that ran under Observatory
Street, and was used well into Roman times. Its southward progress
from S?AAH i1s not so clear. It could have run 8 up to the Areopagos

before Southwest House was built{— end indeed after it and the

Polygonal House were built therefwas between the two houses sufficient

space for the narrow road. At some time, however, in the hth or
3rd centuries B.B8., some time, that is, when the Polygonal House
and Southwest House were occupied simultaneously, the two houses
were jolned. A heavy limestone bloeck and two slabs, continuing

westward the line of Polygonal House's north wall, effect an integral
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connection between th= two structures.
One may perhaps relatethis alteration to the time when the
ground level directly E of the patch of road metal was raised to

that of the Folygonal House, 1.e. around the middle of the 4th

cent. BaCa The roadkhen, instead of continuing on up to the

Areopagos, terminateﬁ in a 1ittle cobtled court just outside the
NW corner of the Folygonal House ( cf. supra p.¢)
Private dwellings continued to occupy thils section until the
attack of the ﬁcrulﬁans. Probably the corner of aroom that appears
just E of the apse of the Late Roman Bullding was abandoned in A4D.
367.
It has been suggested that the large, apsidal bulldings erected later
in sections & and & housed several of the schools of philosophy
that were closed evewtually in A.D. 527 ( cf. seasons's report for
1957, section &.

cecomméndations for Further Exc=vation

A clstern at 4/A 1n Section ¥ mwnd a section of the floor to whith
it belongs were discovered during the reduction of the Phaldon Street
dike of earth. The fill over the floor was uncommnicative, and the
cIistern has not yet been dug.

Again in section ¥ under Phaidon Street weffound a rectangular
cutting in the bedrock at 8/3T. L continues on S and should be
further exposed. Pottery near the floor of the cuttling was Roman.

A fallen wellhead at 49/IZT shows that aﬁell collapsed in the

eighborhood. Reduction of the Alschines Street dike of earth may
revedd its precise loecation.

At the bottom of the modern pit (see seection p. 1215) between the
Polygonal fouse a1d Southwest House we found a diagonal cutting In the

bedrock that may have some connectlon with the archalc wall. This
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pit, since re-filled, should be re-opened, and the earth between the

two houses removed on the chence of acquiri g more information

about the esarly structure.
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